Supports for Food Businesses (incl. restaurants and coffee shops)
Westmeath County Enterprise Board provides a range of supports for those setting up a food business or those already in established food businesses.  If you are thinking of setting up a restaurant or coffee shop, download our free Guide to Setting up a Food Business / Coffee Shop / Restaurant.  For those thinking of setting up a Food Production Business such as home bakery or food product, download our Guide to Setting up a Food Production Business. 
What can Westmeath County Enterprise Board do for my food business ?

13 things we can do for food businesses locally

· One to one meeting with a Business Advisor (free of charge) to discuss your business in detail in a confidential setting.  Advice and support on tax registration, legal structures, and general business development. 

· You can meet avail of our mentoring service which provides specialist business advisors to work with you  on a one to one basis to discuss topics of concern including marketing plans, financial issues, and business development .

· Marketing clinics on how best to develop your business and maximise sales.

· Potential for financial assistance for food producers (note :restaurant/coffee shop ineligible for grant aid)  with construction / adaption of premises, employment of additional staff or purchase of necessary equipment.  New grant programme launched in 2010.

· Specialist training programmes in Primary Food Hygiene and HACCP. 

· Continuous business training programme to assist you to learn about your taxation requirements, marketing, business development, raising finance and financial management. 

· Exhibition Assistance.  Grant available towards costs of attending trade shows such as National Food Fairs and SHOP. 

· Website Grant.  Grant currently available towards website development or upgrade costs.  Maximum allocation of €1,000.00

· Participation in annual 3 day Food & Design Winter Fair held in Belvedere House, Mullingar late November each year, facilitated by Westmeath County Enterprise Board.

· You can apply for financial assistance for business training that you have identified that is relevant to your business.  Assistance of up to 50% of the cost of your training course may be available, subject to criteria.  Maximum allocation of €1,000.00.

· If you are a woman in business you could join our Women in Business network and attend our quarterly events where you can learn more about being in business but also make new business contacts. 

· Promote your business at our Speed Networking Events. 

· Sign up for a free Energy Audit with SEI.  Reduce your energy costs by up to 20% 

 Farmers Markets
If you are an artisan food producer, you may be interested in joining a local Farmers Market which takes place in Mullingar and Athlone.

Mullingar Market :  Takes place on the First and Third Sunday of the month in the Fair Green, Mullingar  from 10.00 am to 3.00pm :Contact Anne Hamill 087-8125402.

Athlone Market : Takes place every Saturday from 10.00am to 3.00pm

Food Mentors
A specialist panel of food mentors are available to assist you with issues that you may have in your food business.  You can view a profile of the available mentors here.   If you are interested in meeting with a mentor, please contact a Business Advisor at Westmeath County Enterprise Board.  

Useful Contacts and Websites
Environmental Health Officer, HSE (Westmeath)  Tel : 044-9384890.

Westmeath County Council - Planning Permission Dept :  Tel : 044-9332000

Food Safety Authority of Ireland.  www.fsai.ie 

Department of Agriculture : http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
Bord Bia :  www.bordbia.ie    See also food trade fairs at www.bordbia.ie/eventsnews/pages/tradefairs.apx
Teagasc : The Ashtown Food Research Centre : www.teagasc.ie/ashtown
