Supports for Craft Businesses 

Westmeath County Enterprise Board provide a range of supports for those setting up a craft business or those already in established craft businessses.  If you are just getting started request a copy of our free Guide to Setting up a Craft Business.  Following on from this, our support package includes :

· One to one meeting with a Business Advisor (free of charge) to discuss your business in detail in a confidential setting.  Advice and support on tax registration, legal structures, and general business development. 

· You can meet avail of our mentoring service which provides specialist business advisors to work with you  on a one to one basis to discuss topics of concern including marketing plans, financial issues, and business development .

· Marketing clinics on how best to develop your business and maximise sales.

· Potential for financial assistance with construction of workshop, employment of additional staff or purchase of necessary equipment.  New grant programme to be launched in 2010.

· Continous business training programme to assist you to learn about your taxation requirements, marketing, business development, raising finance and financial management. 

· Exhibition Assistance.  Grant available towards costs of attending trade shows such as Showcase, National Craft Fair and Gift Fairs. 

· Website Grant.  Grant currently available towards website development or upgarde costs.  Maximum allocation of €1,000.00

· Participation in Westmeath Craft Network facilitated by Westmeath County Enterprise Board.   Annual 3 day Food & Design Winter Fair held in Belvedere House, Mullingar late November each year.

· You can apply for financial assistance for business training that you have identified that is relevant to your business.  Assistance of up to 50% of the cost of your training course may be available, subject to criteria.  Maximum allocation of €1,000.00.

· If you are a woman in business you could join our Women in Business network and attend our quarterly events where you can learn more about being in business but also make new business contacts. 

· Promote your business at our Speed Networking Events. 

· Sign up for a free Energy Audit with SEI.  Reduce your energy costs by up to 20% 

Craft Council of Ireland

We strongly advise that all those working in crafts become a member of the Craft Council of Ireland, www.ccoi.ie
The Craft Council are the national organisation with the responsbility to develop and support the craft industry in Ireland.   Membership is free and you will then be listed on the Craft Council of Ireland website as a registered craft worker. 

You will also be able to avail of the Craft Councils schemes and services including :

Participate in the CCOI Insurance Scheme, VHI Health Insurance, Public Liability Insurance

Have a personal page on the CCOI website

Receive notice of and participate in CCOI projects and progammes including training on Costing and Pricing Craft & Customer Service.

Information will be made available to you on Awards, Competitions, Opportunties, Studio Space, Workshops and Courses, Craft Fairs, Craft Suppliers and Craft Websites. 

CORE Craft and Design Retail Outlet

Core is  a dedicated retail outlet for craft workers in Ballinahown, Co. Westmeath.  www.corecraftanddesign.com  The project which opened in 2008 is managed by craft workers themselves with support from the Craft Council of Ireland and is based around similiar projects in Leitrim and Louth.   Craft workers are welcome to submit pieces of work for assessment to the shop and if selected your products will be sold on a continous basis.

Craft Mentors

A panel of specialist mentors are available to help you develop your business.  To view our current panel of mentors, please click here.  If you wish to consult with a particular mentor, please contact a Business Advisor in Westmeath County Enterprise Board.  

Useful Websites

www.ccoi.ie Craft Council of Ireland

www.buyirishcraft.com  New website promoting Irish crafts

www.corecraftanddesign.com  Westmeath Craft Retail Outlet

www.showcaseireland.com Irelands largest craft and gift fair. Trade Only. 

 

Showcase 2010

Congratulations to all the Westmeath participants of Showcase 2010 in the RDS.  Pictured below are the craft workers together with Christine Charlton of Westmeath County Enterprise Board and Minister Mary Coughlan.
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